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SSI – Large Field Test Germany

• Part of WP2.1 in SSI project

• Close collaboration between University of Mannheim and Destatis

• Goal: Test recruitment for a two-week smartphone app-based 
household budget survey (AusgabenAtlas)

– MOTUS app with receipt scanning microservice

• Focused on simplifying data collection by using smartphone's 
camera for receipt scanning

– Reducing burden for participation

– But mentioning smart survey features (i.e., camera access) may raise privacy 
concerns
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Timeline

2024
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Legal framework & data protection

Questionnaire
development

Ethics board
approval

Sampling

App implementation

Add. receipt
labeling

Soft 
launch

Full
launch
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Population & Sampling

• Population: German residents born between September 1, 1953 
and August 31, 2006

• Sampling: two-stage sample based on official municipality 
registries

– PSUs: 60 municipalities stratified by state and size

– SSUs: 7,049 individuals proportional to PSU size
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Invitations

• Two-page invitation letter

• Content

– Study information

– URL, QR code, and app store information
for AusgabenAtlas app download

– Personalized login credentials

– Conditional incentive: 20€ Amazon
voucher

• Randomized experiment with 3 groups varying whether and how 
camera function is presented
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AusgabenAtlas App – Registration 

• Login with user name and 
inital password from
invitation letter

• Consent

• Changing password

• Verification e-mail
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AusgabenAtlas App – Three Questionnaires
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1. Personal
information

2. Personal income & 
expenses

3. Household 
information
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AusgabenAtlas App – Expense Diary
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AusgabenAtlas App – Manual Expense Entry
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AusgabenAtlas App – Camera Function
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• Scanned receipts produce total sum

• All scanned receipts entered in 
category „Food & drinks“ per 
default

– Category can be changed by respondent
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Reminders, E-Mail & Push Notifications

• Postal reminder

– Sent once, 10 days after initial letter, if no activity on app

• In-app push notification

– Sent every two days, if no activity within a questionnaire or diary

• E-mail notification

– Sent every four days, if no activity within a questionnaire or diary
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Participant Support

• E-Mail support

– ausgabenatlas@uni-mannheim.de

• Telephone hotline

– Monday – Friday

• Website

– uni-mannheim.de/ausgabenatlas
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First Results from Soft Launch (Pre Reminder)

• 704 invitations sent

• 20 people activated app

• 19 completed at least one of three surveys

• 15 entered at least one expense in diary

• Reminders sent out this week

• Conditional incentive increased from 10 to 20€

• Full launch with ~6,000 additional addresses just started
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Thank You!

Florian Keusch

University of Mannheim

School of Social Sciences

Social Data Science & Methodology

f.keusch@uni-mannheim.de

    floriankeusch.weebly.com

    @floriankeusch.bsky.social
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